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Students  excel  at  state  Bible  drills 


are,  from  toft,  Kan  Hall  (Studant 
Consultant,  D4FM);  Elisabeth  Pol¬ 
lard  -  3rd  Plaoa  (from  Oekhurst 
Church,  North  Oatta  Association); 
Marcus  Peagtor  (Department  Oirac- 
tor,  DAFM);  Christiana  Upchurch 
-  2nd  (from  Oakhurat  Church,  North 
Datta  Association);  Glann  Show* 
(Family  Consultant.  04FM);  Sam 
Lovom  -  lat  Ptoca  (from Trinity 
Church,  Naahoba  Association);  and 
Don  Hicks  (Blbla  Drill  Conaultant 
DliFM).  Schoiarahipa  wars  glvan  by 
Blua  Mountain  College,  Miasisaippi 
Col  toga,  and  William  Caray  Univer- 
attv.  (Photo  by  Cortot  Hutchinson.) 
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Motorists  driving  through  the  intersection  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Highway  63  and  Mississippi  Highway 
613  since  January  23  have  been  treated  to  an  un¬ 
usual  sight:  an  11-foot  wooden  cross  covered  wtth 
hundreds  of  written  prayer  requests  nailed  to  the 
structure.  Keeping  vigil  at  the  does  la  Terry  Long, 


Orchard  Church.  Eacatawpa,  who 
by  God  to  erect  the  cross  and  pray 
for  100  days.  Long  has  pastorea  the 


with  psieersby  for  too  days.  Long  has  pestered  the 
Lilly  Orchard  Church  for  eight  years. 

T  frit  the  Lord  told  me  to  do  three  things,*  Long 
said.  "One  was  to  put  a  cross  out  here  on  the  high¬ 
way.  At  first  I  didn't  know  where  it  was  to  go,  but  it 
just  clicked  that  this  was  the  intersection.  Through 


NEAR  THE  CROSS  —  Tarry  Long  (right)  pastor  of  Lilly  Orchard  Church,  Eacatawpa,  prays  with 
an  unidentified  man  at  the  foot  of  the  croaa  at  the  intersection  of  Mississippi  Highways  63  and 
013.  Over  1,100  people  have  prayed  at  the  croaa  since  Jan.  23.  (Photo  bfwny  Martin) 


100  days  at  the  cross 


Caretakers  of  the  home 


both  found  it  disheartening  that  the  (Suis- 
tian  community  has  become  seemingly 
more  and  mote  desensitized  to  the  things 
that  they  set  before  their  ms  and  let  filter 
into  their  hearts  and  mines. 

We  knew  of  mothers  watching  the  TV 
show,  The  Bachelor,  with  their  daughters 
and  dubbing  it  “bonding  time,”  anaChris- 
tian  friends  who  habitually  entertained 
themselves  with  movies  mat  contained  unfil¬ 
led  language  antf  unabashedly  uncovered 
what  should  be  kept  mysterious.  It  broke  our 
hearts. 

Proverbs  14:1  states,  "The  wisest  of 
women  builds  her  house,  but  folhr  with  her 
own  hands  tears  it  down.’ By  divine  design, 
women  are  to  be  the  caretakers  of  die  home 
Cntus2:5;  1  Timothy  5: 14;  Proverbs  31).  The 
homes  a  sacred  haven  designed  by  God 
toduplay  the  beauty  of  a  Christ-centered 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Melissa  Meredith 


Lotteiy:  bad  for  Mississippi 

Lotteries  h  ive  been  in  the  Other  legislators  were  not  so 

tocal  newt  auite  s  bit  lately,  enthusiastic.  “Are  you  writing 
First  cam  .  the  record-  about  this  again?’ state  Senator 

*nln*  ¥.?*• 1  illions  jnekpot  of  Hob  Bryan.  D-Amory  asked  The 

Clarion  Leclger  reporter.  “Aa  I’ve 
said,  I  don't  think  it  shonld  be 
the  business  of  the  government  to 
encourage  people  to  spend  their 
money  un  wisely. 

“Also,  the  lottery’s  the  only 
thing  T  know  of  that  we  could  do 
to  our  state  tax  structure  to  make 
it  more  regressive  than  it  is.  Ob¬ 
viously,  it  would  fall  most  heavily 
on  those  with  lower  incomes.’ 

Bryan  is  right  A  quick  Google 
search  of  the  Internet  will  turn 

and  academic  studies  that  back 
up  his  justification  for  opposing  a 
lottery  in  Mississippi 
As  to  the  selling  point  made  by 


is  burkin' prayerfully  seeking  God's  divine 
wisdom  (Proverbs  14.-1;  24:3)  and  through 
a  commitinent  to  righteous  living  (Proverb 
15--6X  So,  practically  speaking,  bow  do  we  a 
women  create  such  a  place? 

The  following  questions  are  not  meant 
to  find  judgment  or  bring  ooodelMiation. 
Rather,  they  are  meant  to  be  a  heart-cbeck 
between  you  and  the  Lord.  I  pray  that  as  vc 


country,  out  of  an  estimated  1.5 
billion  tickets  sold  nationwide. 

More  than  a  few  Mississip- 
pians  with  dollar  signs  dancing 
In  heads  crossed  thtriver  to  * 
purchase  Mega  Millions  tickets 
in  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  while  it 
many  others  made  a  quick  dash 
over  the  Tennessee  border  to  get 
their  tickets  there. 

43  *?***  BOW  par-  <■— '--tt  va  me  internet  will  turn 

t'cipate  in  somsform  of  the  Mega  up  many  weil-sourced  business 
Millicna/Powerhall  lotteries,  and  irjHnnix  itmlii,  is**  v..l 
with  Alabama,  Alaska,  Hawaii, 

Mississippi,  Nevada,  UUh,  and 
Wyoming  the  only  jurisdictions 
choosing  not  to  participate.  It's 
a  complicated  game  with  long 
odds  and  lots  ofiosers,  not  unlike 
the  old  numbers  rackets  run  by 
organized  crime.  How  sad  that  so 


between  you  and  the  Lord.  I  pray  that  as  you 
prayerfully  walk  through  these  questions 
mat  you  would  aak  God  to  reveal  how  you 
can  build  up  your  home  as  a  wise  woman 
seeking  a  Hie  of  purity. 

Am  I  seeking  entertainment  or  am  I 
entertaining  sm?  (Phihppians  2:12-16). 

Have  I  become  desensitised  to  curse 
uiontb  and  sennas  that  uncover  what  should 
be  kept  mysterious  in  the  mouses  and  teleu- 
stan  shavs  I  watch?  (Phitippians  4:8). 

Have  I  intentionally  or  unintentionally 
welcomed  temptation  into  mu  home?  (*>- 
mans  12:1;  Psalms  s:to)L 

Do  I  desire  to  fit  m  usth  my  peers  to  tht 
pomt  that  I  saa-mce  the  desires  of  the  Spirit 
fcr  die desires  of  my/lesh? (Galatians 5). 

What  measures  do  I  need  to  take  in  my 
home  to  aeate  a  place  qf purity  that  reflects 
a  lifestyle  of  my  new  identity  in  Christ? 


l*P*<  who  sition,  not  least  for  those  who 
1  ,  cannot  afford  to  throw  away  their 

ut  yards  money  for  such  a  pipe  dream.  The 

ov*r  for  the  I656  million 

for  the  Mega  Millions  jackpot  were  over 

:c“-  _  174,000,000  to  one,  but  it  was 

■  newspaper  probably  much  higher  than  that 

esr  Kiitom cket  count  surp“*ed ** 

du  brought  Even  at  the  stated  odds  of 

T*  jK-assiya* 
sss,  oiasns.'Massj:- 

iotterytiek-  It  really  is  true  that  we  cannot 

MmVtime  ^  money  (Lnke 

10  oollega?’  When  it  cofies  to  (ambling 

(Clarion  Baptists  can  Kart  by  setting  the 
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ERNEST  N.  MOR1AL  CONVENTION  CENTER.  NEW  ORLEANS 


SBC  annual  meeting  draws  near 

Messengers  to  consider  add-on  name,  historic  election 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  The  recommen¬ 
dation  of  Great  Commission  Baptists 
as  a  descriptive,  add-on  name  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  and 
the  prospective  election  of  the  first-ever 
African  American  president,  are  on  the 
horizon  for  the  SBCs  2012  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  June  19-20  in  New  Orleans. 

Messengers  will  decide  whether  to 
adopt  the  informal,  non-legal  Great 
Commission  Baptists  descriptor  as  rec¬ 
ommended  by  trie  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  embracing  the  suggestion  of  a 
special  task  force  appointed  to  study 
changing  the  SBCs  name  —  deemed  by 
some  a  regional  barrier  to  the  Gospel. 

“The  overwhelming  acceptance  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  the  first  major 
step,"  SBC  President  Bryant  Wright  said 
of  the  proposed  descriptor.  “Obviously, 
the  decision  of  the  convention  will  be 
most  important.  If  approved,  our  entities 
will  lead  the  way  in  using  the  descriptor. 

"I  think  it  will  be  a  10-20  year  pro¬ 
cess  of  helping  Southern  Baptists  and 
the  general  public  to  think,  ‘those  people 
realty  are  Great  Commission  Baptists,’ 
when  they  think  of  us." 

FTed  Luter  Jr.,  senior  pastor  of  Frank¬ 
lin  Avenue  Church  in  New  Orleans  and 
current  SBC  first  vice  president  current¬ 
ly  is  unopposed  for  the  SBC  presidency. 
Luter  would  be  the  first  African  Ameri¬ 
can  to  hold  the  post,  on  the  heels  of  the 
SBCs  historic  2011  measure  calling  for 
greater  accountability  among  its  entities 
regarding  ethnic  diversity  in  leadership. 

David  Crosby,  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  New  Orleans,  is  expected  to  nominate 
Luter. 

"Our  election  of  Fred  Luter  as  the  first 
African  American  president  of  the  SBC 
will  send  a  great,  hopeful,  powerful  mes¬ 
sage  to  our  city,  our  culture,  our  conven¬ 
tion,  and  our  countiy,"  Crosby  has  said. 

“For  many,  it  will  make  them  rethink 
who  Southern  Baptists  are,  and  it  will 
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help  us  reach  the  new  diversity  that  we 
find  in  our  cities.  It  is  a  statement  that 
people  of  all  ethnic  groups  make  up  the 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  are 
honored,"  he  said. 

Neighborhood,  nations 

The  theme  for  the  annual  meeting,  Je¬ 
sus:  to  the  Neighborhood  and  the  Nations, 
is  drawn  from  Luke  2447-48.  and  worded 
to  convey  the  importance  of  dual  missions 
at  home  and  abroad,  Wright  said. 

“Laat  year  in  Phoenix,  God  moved  so 
powerfully  it  seemed  more  like  a  mis¬ 
sions  conference  than  a  denominational 
business  meeting,"  Wright  said.  'It  is  my 
hope  that  with  Jesus:  to  the  Neighbor¬ 
hood  and  the  Nations,  we  will  once  again 
see  God’s  Spirit  convicting  us  and  mo¬ 
tivating  us  to  fulfill  Christ  s  Great  Com¬ 
mission." 

Wright  said  his  prayer  is  that  mes¬ 
sengers  will  have  a  "loving  and  caring 
Christian  witness"  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing.  "that  the  roirit  of  our  messengers 
will  be  Christ-like  to  all  we  come  in  con¬ 
tact  with." 

Concluding  his  second  and  final  one- 
year  term  as  SBC  president,  Wright 
described  his  tenure  at  the  head  of  the 
largest  Protestant  denomination  in  the 
world  as  faith -enriching,  energizing,  and 
exhausting,  referencing  the  godly  pas¬ 
sion  of  young  seminarians,  the  church - 
planting  efforts  of  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,  frequent  travel  and  com¬ 
munication  opportunities,  among  other 
experiences. 

'It  has  been  energizing  to  see  how 
God  is  leading  us  to  embrace  the  unen¬ 
gaged  and  unreached  people  groups  of 
the  world,"  Wright  said.  "It  has  been  en¬ 
ergizing  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  so  many 
settings,  from  small  country  churches  to 
mega-churches  in  our  great  ,<3 ties,  and 
from  churches  in  Egypt  to  students  at 
Harvard.  » 


"Two  years  is  plenty,’  he  said  of  his 
tenure,  ‘although  by  the  time  you  have 
some  idea  of  the  vast  scope  of  Southern 
Baptist  ministries  around  the  world, 
you’re  going  out  of  office.* 

Outreach  planned 

Hundreds  of  volunteers  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  Crossover  mission  outreach  proj¬ 
ects  on  June  15-16,  including  church 
planting,  evangelistic  block  parties, 
health  screenings,  prayerwallu,  and  ser¬ 
vant  evangelism. 

New  Orleans  Baptists  aim  to  launch 
four  new  churches  in  the  city  this  year, 
two  of  them  during  the  annual  meeting, 
said  Jack  Hunter,  executive  director  of 
the  New  Orleans  Association. 

“Our  churches  are  becoming  well- 
trained  in  evangelism  and  will  lead 
the  way  in  reaching  our  communities 
through  Crossover  events,"  Hunter  said. 
"Our  leaders  want  to  create  a  culture 
of  evangelism  in  the  association,  and 
Crossover,  followed  closely  by  other  out¬ 
reach  events  in  succeeding  weeks,  trill 
help  do  that." 

Southern  Baptists  have  ministered 
extensively  in  New  Orleans  since  2005  s 
Hurricane  Katrina,  helping  to  rebuild 
the  city. 

"Southern  Baptists  were  here  with  us 
when  we  were  recovering  and  mourn¬ 
ing  with  us  when  we  were  getting  back 
on  our  feet,"  Hunter  said,  "and  Southern 
Baptist  work  is  still  going  as  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  reborn." 

To  learn  more  about  Crossover  New 
Orleans  and  to  volunteer,  visit  joinnoba. 
com/crossover. 

Churches  and  volunteers  interested 
in  partnering  long-term  with  a  New  Or¬ 
leans  church  plant  may  participate  in 
City  Uprising  on  June  13-16.  Crossover 
is  partnering  with  the  ministry,  which  is 
based  in  Balt  imore,  to  coordinate  mis¬ 
sions  opportunities  in  New  Orleans  for 


volunteers  of  all  ages.  Register  at  www. 
cityuprising.com. 

Smartphone  app 

For  the  first  time,  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  this  year  can  stay  up  to  date  with 
an  SBC  Annual  Meeting  smartphone  app, 
which  will  include  more  than  a  dozen  fea¬ 
tures,  including  maps,  alerts,  the. Book  of 
Reports,  and  the  Daily  Bulletin, 

The  free  app  is  available -for  iPhone, 
iPad,  Android,  and  Blackberry  users,  and 
can  be  downloaded  by  visiting  http://m. 
corc-apps.com/sbc2012am  from  a  smart¬ 
phone  or  by  typing  in  "SBC  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  2012”  in  the  smartphone’s  app  store. 

Associated  events 

■  Southern  Baptist  pastors  will  focus 
on  changing  their  communities  and  the 
world  at  the  2012  Pastors’  Conference  on 
June  17-18  at  the  convention  center. 

■  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  will  bold  its  missions  celebra¬ 
tion  in  the  convention  center's  La  Nou- 
velle  Orleans  Ballroom  from  3-7  p.m. 
June  17  and  continuing  throughout  June 
18  beginning  at  9  a.m. 

■  Pam  Tebow,  mother  of  National 
Football  League  quarterback  Tim  Tebow 
of  the  New  York  Jets  and  an  indepen¬ 
dent  missionary  to  Philippines,  will  ad¬ 
dress  the  2012  Pastors’  Wives  Conference 
scheduled  from  8:30-11:45  a.m.  on  June 
18,  in  the  convention  center’s  Hall  B-t. 

■  The  Southern  Baptist  Conference  of 
Associations!  Directors  of  Missions  will 
emphasize  passion  in  ministry  on  June 
17-18  in  Leavell  Chapel  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  3939  Old  Gentilly  Blvd. 

General  meetings  are  scheduled  9 
a.m.-5  p.m.  on  June  17  and  9  a.m. -12:30 
p.m.  on  June  18.  with  breakout  sessions 
1:30 -4:30  p.m. 


The  runbow-cdored  timeline  begins  in  June 
2009,  when  he  ordered  the  federal  government  to 
extend  some  benefits  to  the  partners  of  gay  federal 
employees,  and  ends  in  March  of  this  year,  when 
he  announced  his  opposition  to  a  North  Carolina 
constitutional  amendment  that  would  define  mar¬ 
riage  as  between  one  man  and  one  woman. 

In  between,  the  timeline  touts  some  of  his  more 
'"2™*"""  »ccomPl»bnjents  for  the  gay  commu- 
°f  **  mihtaryTbont  Ask, 
~°n  t  TeB  policy  and  his  legal  opposition  to  die  De- 
tense  ot  Marnage  Act. 

Obama’s  re-election  Twitter  account  sent  out  a 


Administration 
celebrated  for 
homosexual 
advancements 

Web  site  praises  Obama 
with  rainbow  timeline  ' 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  web  site  touting  US. 
President  Barack  Obama’s  timeline  of  40  specific 
accomplishments  his  administration  has  made  for 
the  homosexual  community  has  been  pasted  by  a 
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LUM8ERTON. 

held  a  church  pic¬ 
nic  at  Little  Black 
Creek  Water  park, 
serving  grilled 
deer  sausage, 
smoked  wild  hog, 
black  bear  and 
wild  turkey  gum¬ 
bos,  venison  chili 
and  homemade 
ice  cream.  Shown 
is  pastor  John  R. 
Sapp. 
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College  News  Staff  Changes 


SEMINARY  CHURCH. 
SEMINARY,  has  called  Timo¬ 
thy  L  Hubbard  as  pastor.  He 
comes  from  Highland  Church, 
Laurel,  where  he  served  as 
senior  associate  pastor  of 
music  and  media  since  2006. 
He  is  married  to  Melanie  Huff 
Hubbard  (shown)  and  has  two 
children,  Meredith  and  Lee. 

He  holds  a  music  degree  from 
William  Carey  University  arvj 
a  Master  of  Divinity  and  Doc¬ 
torate  from  Louisiana  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary, 

Baton  Rouge 


Need  ii  light? 

Iimi'  s.iid.  "I  .1111  l In-  I i Lt 1 1 1  id  llu  uorld. 
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"llnl  .is  main  as  rt'i'i'iiedJHfii.  In  tin  in  hi  naif 
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I  hose  m  hn  liflictc  in  lii'  muni ."  (John  I  1 2i 
If  imi  iii a k t  a  (lili'inn  fur  (  liri'l  lixlai.  ttnitat  l  a 
Int  al  Sun l lit  r n  lt.i|ili'l  i  lmrch  Ini  '|iirilii.il  guidmitt'. 


SeveX^elumni  were  inducted  into  the  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  2012  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  on  April  21  and 
one  former  coach  received  special  recognition.  They  are 
(front  row,  left  to  right)  Ronnie  Harrington  of  Hattiesburg 
(‘78),  baseball;  Dawn  O'Keefe,  the  daughter-in-law  repre¬ 
senting  late  Coach  John  O'Keefe,  who  doubled  as  base¬ 
ball  and  basketball  coach  from  1956  -  1970;  Bob  Cuccaro 
of  Long  Beach  ('62),  baseball  and  basketball;Tommy  King, 
president  of  WCU;  (second  row,  left  to  right)  Billy  Crosby 
of  Bossier  City,  La.  ('53),  baseball  and  football;  Junio^ 
Broome  of  Petal  ('71),  baseball;Tangela  Jones  Hawthorne 
of  Moselle  ('94),  basketball;  Bill  Payne  of  Midison,  (’57), 
baseball,  basketball,  and  track  and  field;  and  E.W.  Foy  of 
Osyka  C59),  basketball. 


CHURCH.  CALHOUN  CITY,  as  minister  of  youth.  He 
is  a  student  at  Mississippi  State  University  and  is  from 
Vicksburg.  He  is  shown  with  Wayne  Gullet,  interim  pas¬ 
tor,  and  minister  of  music.  Tun  Hardaway. 


COLLEGE  HILLS  HEIGHTS 
CHURCH,  OXFORO.  has  called 
Ronnie  DiHcinson  as  pastor.  He  was 
ordained  by  the  church  Jan.  14. 


In  other  staff  changes: 

>  Bert  Jones  has  retired  after  25  years  of  service  as  associate  pastor  of  Red  Bank  Churd 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  He  is  a  native  of  Merigold  and  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  State  Universit 
He  graduated  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  and  served  First  Church,  Troy, 'Ala.;  First  Churd 
Laurel;  and  Westwood  Church,  Cleveland,  Tenn. 
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used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either 
e-mail.  CD  or  DVD  Photos  must  be  deer, 
sharp,  and  weU-bghted  Cell  phone  photo¬ 
graphs  and  other  low  resolution  items  are 
generally  not  publishable.  Photographs  can 
not  be  returned  Please  do  not  attach  pho- 
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ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  will  be  printed.  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  not  be  published 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-evailable  basis 
Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.0  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
36206-0630.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  Email: 
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you  read  the  Scripture  there  is  a  word 

that  becomes  more  and  more  promi¬ 
nent.  It  is  the  little  word,  repent  It 
was  a  part  of  the  prophets’  vocabulary 
and  a  keystone  word  for  John  the 
Baptist  and  the  Lord  Jesus.  It  means 
to  change  your  direction,  to  turn 
around,  to  run  from  sin  to  the  Sav¬ 
ior,  and  from  wrong  thinking  to  right 
believing.  Repent! 

No  doubt,  you  have  heard  of  pet 
therapy.  It  is  popular  in  some  ar¬ 
eas  where  dogs  and  cats  are  taken  to 
nursing  homes  from  time  to  time  and 
the  residents  have  the  opportunity 
of  petting  the  animals.  It  makes  a 
world  of  difference  in  their  attitude 


Going  in  the  out  direction 


»ans  say  that  it  is  a  plan  for  you  to  have 
ihort  good  and  not  evil,  a  great  experience, 
ned  and  positive  results  in  your  lifesty  le 
then  You  can  hear  about  God’s  plans  for 
to  your  life  a  thousand  times.  You  can 
>-  even  learn  to  quote  it  yourself.  You 
The  can  memorize  it,  tell  others  about  it, 
and  still  go  at  it  backwards.  Isn’t  that 
amazing?  All  of  us  have  been  there  at 
of  one  bme  or  another.  I  wanted  to  walk 
oyer  to  the  fellow  in  the  car  and  tell 

ff  the  going  to  happen  that  way.  I  storied 
to  dp  that,  but  then  I  thought  it  might 
not  be  any  of  my  business. 

’thmg  that  I  do  know  is  that 
a  world  without  answers  and  often 
without  hope  going  the  wrong  way  is 
by  ™  command  of  our  Lord  Jesus 


iSEWssSi 

n  from  the  other  direction.  ing  process  in  •>  wroi 

d  back  up  there  at  the  exit  moment  of  ralrfno  the  wmn*  diiw 

l£otth«  ml”*  tion,  going  i the  wrong  way,  fnd  not 

-I  got  the  impression  that  following  God’s  plan.  [  ’Itimafplv  . 
ill  wondering  why  it  did  not  sin  is  missing  the  perfect  Dlan  that* 
•me  of  u,  are  .low  learner,  God  haata^lSt  pU”  ** 
jet,  aH  of  us  are  slow  learn-  Jeremiah  20-n  is  an  im-niliMa 


k*  coutmaed  at 


Conference 


equips,  encourages  Mississippi  ministry  assistants 

•M^nre^related  organiza-  ^  ^ 


Aflrfl  16  - 17 


"*"*•.  Administrative  Minim™  £  Chufel 

■  To  encourage  interest  of  “|n‘«fV  Assistant,  Firm  ChuJS?  * 

others  in  religious  vocations.  Church  Ptan,in®'  WBCB,  Chaplain;  back  row  Shad^W?*!^1 

£SS=as3£ 

partofttmorganuatm.  Branch.  Secretary.  Martin] 


SCCIATtON  OFFICERS  Front  row: 
to.  Southaven,  Chaplain;  Sandi  Ko 
Madison.  President;  Faye  Enzman, 
and  Scheryl  Nq,  Ministry  Assistant, 
tor  a  Ministry  Assistant.  Firm  Church, 
■saiatant,  Meadowood  Church,  Amo 
iwu, ngsuianr  ^  -Y  A**'*tant,  Firm  Church,  Houston 

Pastor's  Assist  a  nt/Offir*  «?r*hp  ®,valopmant  MBCB  Represents 
y Tony  Martin)  ansger,  Longview  Heights  Church,  Olive 


—  --  ■  Viuoc  ICIS- 

tionihip  among  ministry  as¬ 
sistants  in  Baptist  churches 
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LIMITED  TO  100  PARTICIPANTS 


State  Bible  Drill  Results 


STATEWIDE  BIBLE  DRILL  JUNIOR  HIGH  SELECTION  TO  JftNAMENT 

WINNERS  picture  ere,  from  left,  Don  Hicks  (Bible  Drill  Consultant.  Disciple- 
ship  and  Family  ID&FM)  department);  Mick  Gill  -  3rd  place  (from  Byha 
lia  Church,  Marshal  Association);  Hunter  S'ms  -  2nd  Place  (from  Cleary 
Church.  Rankin  Aaaociation); Taylor  Phillips  -  1st  Place  (from  Hope  Church, 
Neshoba  Association);  and  Glenn  Shows  (Family  Consultant,  D&FM).  Pho¬ 
to  by  Cortaz  Hutchinson. 


STATEWIDE  BIBLE  DRILL  SENIOR  HIGH  SELECTION  TOURNAMENT 

WINNERS  10th  -  12th  grade,  are,  from  left,  Marcus  Peagler  (Department 
Director,  D&FM);  Steven  Lewis  -  2nd  Place  (from  McLaurin  Heights  Church. 
Rankin  Aaaociation);  Brittany  Smart  -  3rd  Place  (from  Hardy  Church.  North 
Central  Association);  Courtney  Evans  -1st  Place  (from  Raymond  Road  Church, 
Metro  Associatipn);  and  Ken  Hall  (Student  Consultant,  D&FM).  Photo  by  Cor¬ 
tez  Hutchinson. 


THE  PATTERN 
CONFERENCE 


director.  Disci pieship 
and  Family  Ministry 


part  of  my  duty  as  a  wife  is  to  decided  sod  there  was  leas  risk 
yhidiny  deans  of  entertaining  of  a  compromise.  Maintaining 
my  fancy  for  a  chick  fSckif  it  wul  purity  is  a  constant  battle.’ 

puT  my  nuaoana  ■  ns&  ov  mnp- 

taboo  and  set  him  up  for  feOure.'  ■  Mother  of  young  adult 

C  daughters:  'In  lieu  of  Seven - 
■  Wife  and  mother  of  seven:  teen  magazine,  my  husband 

"In  our  family  we  have  used  and  I  bought  a  subscription 
Philippian*  4:8  as  a  filter  for  to  Brio,  Focus  on  the  Family's 
television  shows,  movies,  books,  magazine  for  teen  girls,  for 
music  and  magazines.  While  we  our  two  daughters. 


(Proverbs  14:1)  —  far  Scripture 
gives  us  no  middle  ground  here.' 
While  we  might  not  he  able  to 
change  the  culture,  we  can  create 
pure  Edens  —  homes  of  purity 
unto  the  Lord. 

I’ve  asked  some  godly 
women  in  different  seasons  of 
life  who  have  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  set-apart  living 


"We  have  established  family 
vahms  that  are  biblically  based, 
and  those  become  our  compass, 
or  reference  when  faced  with 
decisions  like  what  to  watch, 
read  or  listen  to.  Also,  the  family 
values  we  have  established  are 
printed  and  framed  on  the  wall.' 

Meredith  is  master  of  divini¬ 
ty  student  in  women's  studies  at 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth.  This  column  first  ap¬ 
peared  at  BibHcalWoman.org,  a 
blog  af  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth.  It  appears  here 
courtesy  af  Baptist  Press. 


'In  my  life,  I  have  discovered 
that  above  everything  I  must 
love  God.  If  He  (God)  is  first, 
then  purity  along  with  other 
characteristics  of  Christ  will  fol¬ 
low.  A  more  practical  or  every¬ 
day  rule  is  to  decide  before  I  an 
in  a  situation  bow  I  will  respond 
to  it ...  then,  when  a  point  of  de¬ 
cision  came,  it  had  already  been 


to  share  how  tl 
home  that  is  a 


cultivate  a 
ce  of  pority. 


witn  them  oru 


THOMAS 

com.  from  p.  1 

A*.  Karen  tried  to  fight  off  the 
carj  acker,  he  shoved  her  out 
the  door.  With  Bethani  in¬ 
side,  the  thugs  peeled  away  as 
Karen  crumpled  onto  the  con¬ 
crete.  Tne/ve  got  my  daugh¬ 
ter!"  Karen  screamed. 

As  the  car  sped  away  into 
the  Guatemala  City  night, 
two  Bible  lessons  popped  into 
Bethani's  head.  ‘Paul  and 
Job.  They  had  nothing  and, 
yet,  they  were  praising  God, 
Bethani  recalled.  “Those  [sto¬ 
ries]  were  real  comforts.  I 
started  praying  and  singing." 

Bethani  listened  closely  to 
the  carjackers’  conversation. 
They  were  cousins.  The  driver 
was  nervous.  The  other  cousin 
had  been  roped  into  the  crime 
while  visiting  from  New  York. 
He  wanted  to  keep  things  from 
escalating. 

Struggling  to  stay  calm, 
Bethani  insisted  the  New 
Yorker  stop  cursing,  even  lec¬ 
turing  him  about  his  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  carjacking. 

Meanwhile,  Karen  and  her 
husband  Jeff,  former  pastor  of 
Calhoun  Church  in  ( 

County,  remembered  the . 
in  Karen’S  purse  in  the  car. 

Jeff  called  the  number.  The 
driver  answered.  Jeff  asked  to 
speak  with  Bethani.  The  car- 
jacker  refused  but  briefly  held 
the  phone  toward  her  face. 

‘Dad,  I  love  you!"  Bethani 
called  out.  The  realization 
grinned  Jeff:  "These  might  be 
the  last  words  I  hear  from  her." 

Jeff  eventually  convinced 
the  driver  to  release  Bethani. 
Within  the  hour,  the  cousins 
dropped  her  on.  unharmed, 
on  the  side  of  a  busy  thorough¬ 
fare.  She  crossed  several  lanes 
of  traffic  and  walked  toward  a 
fast  food  restaurant. 


They  just  took  my  car!  I  was 
kidnapped!’  she  told  t  guard 
at  the  restaurant  entrance.  The 
guard  didn't  believe  her  and  re¬ 
fused  to  let  her  use  the  phone  to 
call  her  parents.  Diners  inside  the 
restaurant  looked  askance  at  her. 

"Does  anyone  even  care?" 
she  said  she  thought.  "Does 
anyone  see  what’s  going  on  — 
this  huge  thing  than  happened 
in  my  life?" 

Bethani  noticed  a  man  near¬ 
by  talking  on  the  phone.  He  end¬ 
ed  his  call  with,  “God  bless  you." 
The  man  saw  her  and  asked  if 
she  was  all  right.  Bethani  told 
him  what  happened.  "What  can 
I  do?"  he  asked. 

The  man,  a  pastor,  helped 
Bethani  call  her  dad.  ‘Dad,  this 
is  a  good  man,"  Bethani  began 
by  saying. 

Later  when  she  was  reunited 
with  her  family,  “the  first  thing 
I  saw  was  my  dad  trying  to  run 
to  me,"  which  was  especially 
poignant  since  her  father  has 
muscular  dystrophy  and  has 
difficulty  walking  —  Vet  alone 
running. 

Bethani  was  touched,  tot), 
when  she  arrived  back  at  the 
guesthouse  where  her  family 
was  staying  while  visiting  Gua¬ 
temala  City.  Almost  all  the  IMB 
missionaries  in  the  dty  had 
gathered  there. 

That  night  "the  mission  fam¬ 
ily  became  my  family,"  Bethani 
said. 

Bethani  didn’t  suffer  night¬ 
mares  or  become  fearful  fol¬ 
lowing  the  ordeal.  Instead,  she 
began  to  worry  about  the  safety 

of  strangers.  The  trauma  of  be¬ 
ing  held hostage  in  public  with 
no  one  "seeing  her  sparked  a 
hyper-vigilance  for  people  she 
passed  on  the  street. 

At  intersections,  Bethani 
looked  inside  other  cars,  trying 
to  discern  passengers’  ss 
"Is  she  in  trouble?  ...Can  1 
her?"  she  said  she  wondered 


Over  time,  that  vigilance 
blossomed  into  a  gift.  Today, 
Bethani  has  a  remarkable  ca¬ 
pacity  to  "see"  other  people 
and  then  intervene  in  their 
lives,  according  to  her  family 
and  friends.  \ 

For  example,  after  Bethani 
read  a  story  about  sex  traffick¬ 
ing,  she  studied  the  problem 
while  doing  a  school  paper. 
She  diacovered  a  brothel  in 
the  Guatemalan  town  where 
her  missionary  family  minis¬ 
ters  to  a  Mavan  people  group, 
the  Pokomchi,  in  the  nearby 
highlands 

Wanting  to  reach  out 
to  the  prostitutes,  Bethani 
convinced  a  friend  and  her 
friend’s  mother  to  help.  They 
took  ear*  packages  to  the  girls 
and  were  able  to  talk  with 
them  when  their  guards  were 
away.  They  even  invited  the 
girls  to  lunch. 

Bethani  carefully  observed 
the  prostitutes  and  discov¬ 
ered,  "i»ey  were  almost  like 
peers.  They  were  just  girls. 
We’re  the  same.  We  just 
lead  different  lives."  Bethani 
doesn't  call  the  outreach  a 
ministry.  “We've  got  prosti¬ 
tute  friends,"  she  says  simply. 

It’s  been  six  year*  since  the 
kidnapping,  and  Bethani  re¬ 
mains  Keenly  aware  of  what 
God  has  taught  her  through 
that  trial.  While  a  student  at 
Mississippi  College,  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  use  the  Bible  lessons 
her  parent*  instilled  In  her 
since  early  childhood. 

Rather  than  settling  into 
a  clique,  she  look*  for  Touch 

rjple  to  befriend,  especial- 
international  students  on 
campus.  ‘I’m  a  very  obser¬ 
vant  person,  ft’s  something 
from  God,"  Bethani  said. 

She  said  she  constantly 
asks  herself,  "Is  there  some¬ 
one  around  here  who  needs 
help  in  some  way?" 
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FW  ECID. 

BEYDF  SOPLHW-EOV:  RCIA 

Clue:  V  •  X 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  pour  Bibk  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bib/e  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Soh<t  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Nahum  One:  Seven 
fer  Charts*  Mane  1*32-2004.0  2005 
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WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  held  a  special  Alumni 
Luncheon  in  the  Student  Conference  Center  on  April  20 
as  part  of  Homecoming  2012.  At  the  luncheon,  Cindy 
Cofield,  alumni  director  atWCU,  and  Tommy  King,  presi¬ 
dent,  recognized  alumni  from  the  class  of  1955  to  1962 
and  presented  them  with  medallions.  Pictured  are  (front 
row,  left  to  right)  David  Hulsey  C81);  Carole  Annie  Pearce 
(’62);  Pat  Pinson  Martin  (’65);  Mary  Ishee  Simmons  (’61); 
Evelyn  Osborn  (’62);  Bob  Cuccaro  (’82)  (second  row,  left 
to  right)  John  Dell  Lindley  Hucabee  (’62);  Carolyn  Sims 
Husley  (’62);  Jeanette  Henderson  Hill  (’62);  Marie  Fair- 
cloth  Flanigan  (’62);  Evelyn  Clark  (*«1)  (third  row,  left 
to  right)  William  Boulton  (’62);  Step  Martin  (’56);  Sonny 
Windham  (’62);  Bill  Osborn  (’62);  (back  row.  left  to  rffcht) 
Hughie  Alford  (’62);  and  Michael  Knippers  (’821. 
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JNRISE  CHURCH,  CARTHAGE,  held  groundbreaking 
r  its  new  sanctuary  Apr.  15.  The  church  celebrates  its  75th 
iniversary  in  2012. 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  held  a  Homecoming  Book  Sale  and  signing  for  alumni  au¬ 
thors  on  April  20  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus.  This  event  was  just  one  of  the  many  to  take  place 
during  WCU's  Homecoming  weekend  April  19-21.  Featured  authors  pictured  are  (front  row,  left 
to  right)  DavidW.  Spencer  of  Milton,  Fla.;  Whitney  Miller  of  Poplarville.  daughter  of  alumni;  Syl¬ 
via  Barkemeyer  Williams  of  West  Point;  Jerry  W.  Mixon  of  Madison;  (second  row,  left  to  right) 
Garry  Breland  of  Hattiesburg;  Sonya  Bridges  of  Laurel;  Jack  O.  Giles  of  Meridian;  Walter  Butler 
of  Seminary;  (third  row,  left  to  right)  Robert  Hensarling  of  McComb;  Benny  J.  Hornsby  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg;  Kevin  Shearer  of  Hattiesburg;  and  Roll  Webber  of  TefTy. 


1ST  CHURCH,  R1CHTON,  donated  38  copies  of  the  mov- 
Courageous,  to  every  branch  of  law  enforcement  in  Perry 
unty.  Shown  are  Sherriff  Jimmy  Dale  Smith,  Rolertd  McMil- 
i,  Richton  chief  of  police  Jerry  Gardner,  trooper  Mari  Smith, 
i  vice-chairman  of  deacons  Col.  (Ret)  Claytor  Lassiter. 


nWAY  CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO,  recently  ordained 
Clark  as  deacon.  Shown  are  daughters  Samantha  and 
»riy,  wife  Elizabeth.  Clark,  and  pastor  Derrick  Wilson. 
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building  A  Legacy  •  Deuteronomy  6:1-1 5a 

A  legacy  is  something  that  is  left  to  a  per-  families  and  future  generations  to  build  on 
*■  as  a  remembrance  of  love  and  spore-  the  same  foundations.  The  Israelites  placed 
aahon.  We  usually  think  of  it  aa  a  gift  given  asmaDmetalboK(me9aia;me-zoo-zuhVon 
tot  loved  one  after  we  have  gone  to  be  with  the  right  aide  of  their  doorpost  A  tiny  roll  at 
the  Lord.  But  ia  a  toffcy  always  a  monetary  paper  containing  Deuteronomy  6-4-$  was 
“■ring?  What  can  we  do  to  insure  our  put  inside.  Everyone  touched  it  going  inside 
is  passed  on  to  the  generations  after  and  oomingout  They  kiaaed  tneir  fingers 
t»?  Toe  gift  we  leave  aa  a  legacy  can  be  like  afterward.  Children  learned  to  love  God’s 
a  heritage  passed  down  from  our  ancestors,  words  and 
Wejuat  continue  to  paea  on  Hems,  attitudes  keep  them 
or  our  Ww  of  living  traditionally  to  those 
•fter  us.  Ifhr  iwSe  an  inheritance,  it  ia 
usually  given  to*  by  legal  right  from  the 
loading  of  a  will  after  that  person's  death, 
b  it  poasAle  to  leave  the  love  we  have  for 
the  Lord  aa  an  example  to  those  who  follow 
us?  I  behave  it  ia  but  now  do  we  prepare  our 

fc**y? 


to  and  davery.  Yahweh 


hearts. 

(Picture 


Peuterooomy  of  God  would  sand 

Thfc  scripture  passage  tells  moreimpor-  meant  the  expurgs 
tant  instruction  for  thelsradites  They  had  wrath.  (Broadrran 
been  looking  forward  to  the  land  God  had 
promised  to  their  forefathers:  Abraham,  Davis  is  a  n 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  and  eventually  to  them.  Church,  Meridian. 


them  what  their  God  had  instructed  him  tn  N 

*y.  He  would  teach  them  to  follow  God's  day. 
jtututea  (laws)  and  ordbiancea  so  that  aa  the 
entered  me  land  they  would  possess,  year 
they  would  feel  secure  enough  to  guide  their  I  sto 
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LifeWay  offers  Glorieta  to  N.M.  Baptists  for  price  of  one  dollar 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M.  (IP)  -  to  Baptist  Press  April  26  that  such  action  would  be  based  on  The  center  now  offers  only  explore  suggestions  for  Glo- 

The  LifeWay  Glorieta  Confer-  Ufewty  has  communicated  to  presentation  of  a  financially  summer  events  for  student  rieta's  future.  The  group  of 

ence  Center  is  being  offered  for  die  New  Mexico  convention  stable,  comprehensive  plan."  groups,  including  Centrifuge  about  30  people  from  New 

one  dollar  to  the  Baptist  Con-  that  it  is  ‘open  to  conveying  Last  fall,  LifeWay  trustees  camps  and  Collegiate  Week.  Mexico,  Texas,  and  Oklahoma 

vcntfonafNew  Mexico  (BCNM),  the  entire  Glorieta  campus  to  agreed  to  pursue  viable  op-  The  one  dollar  offer  was  met  at  the  ir  vitation  of  an  ad 

according  to  both  LifeWay  and  the  state  convention  for  one  tiona  for  the  conference  center  first  noted  during  an  April  hoc  BCNM  -ommittee  created 

state  convention  leaders.  dollar.  However,  LifeWay  has  near  Santa  Pe  due  to  chances  12  gathering  at  the  Baptist  in  January  and  tasked  with 

Jerry  Rhyne,  LiftWay’s  chief  a  responsibility  to  our  trustoea  in  church  practices,  rising  Convention  of  New  Mexico's  exploring  'the  future  and  pos- 

financial  officer,  and  all  Southern  Baptists  that  coats,  and  a  volatile  economy,  building  in  Albuquerque  to  sibilitiea  of  Glorieta.* 

T>®  Battot  Rbco*d  May  3,2012  cr  ;■  „ 
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NORTHERN  JORDAN  (W 
and  local  reports)  -  Muham¬ 
mad  (not  his  real  nanrti.  two  of 
Us  staters,  and  an  elde.  ,y  unde 
«it  on  the  floor  of  s  rented  house 
beside  s  trash-strewn  gully  In  s 
town  near  Jordan's  northern 
border  with  Syria. 

The  unde  fingers  his  prayer 
beads  and  looks  out  into  space 
aa  a  mosque  neeiby  sounds  the 
Muslim  call  to  prayer.  Children 
of  various  ages  trek  in  -nd  out 
of  the  room,  playing  femes  to 
stave  off  boredom.  A  little  boy 
dutches  a  stuffed  teddy  bear.  A 
girl  admires  her  reflection  in  a 
pink  band  mirror. 

The  women  hastily  cover 
their  faces  when  s  visitor’s  cam¬ 
era  appears  —  not  for  modesty 


matiaed,  terrified, llv^  enraged 
by  what  they  have  experienced 
in  Syria.  At  best,  they  face  an 
uncertain  future  in  Jordan, 
where  housing  is  cramped  and 


“but  I  have  two  daughters,  and 
(  am  living  far  them.  After  all 
these  people  have  died,  we  must 
continue  until  we  get  our  free¬ 
dom.  We  have  loot  a  lot  We  owe 
It  to  them.' 


Southern  Baptists  provide  relief 

Refugees  from  Syrian  violence  see  needs  answered 


i  Homs, 


The^amfly  stayed  in  I 
until  staying  began  to 
suicidal.  They  fledTfirst  driving 
south  and  then  walking  kilome¬ 
ters  —  despite  Muhammad'* 
broken  leg,  sustained  in  an  ear¬ 
lier  incident  —  to  cross  the  Jor¬ 
dan  border  to  safety. 

Syrian  forces  and  hired  thug* 
in  Homs  were  “killing  children 
and  women,  raping  women,* 
charged  Soreah  (not  her  real 
name),  another  sister,  brr  voice 
shaking  with  anger.  “What  you 
aee  on  TV  is  only  a  part  We 
didn't  want  to  leave  our  coun¬ 
try,  but  after  we  saw 
.we  had  to  leave.’ 


doping  tea  with  his  visitors. 
"There  is  no  value  to  a  human 
life  there." 

He  should  know.  The 
41-year-old  Sunni  Muslim  refu¬ 
gee  has  lost  three  family  mem¬ 
bers  to  the  violence.  His 
brother  was  arrested, 
and  killed  before  his 
body  waa  released  to  the  family 
more  than  a  month  later. 

Another  brother  joined 
the  rebel  forces  and  died  in  a 
bombing.  Most  jwrtfawfcfag 
of  all  was  the  fate  of  bis  u-yesr- 
old  nephew,  shot  dead  during 
a  street  demonstration.  They 
dinit 


HELPING  HAND  -  Jordanian  pastor  Noor  (right)  has  bacome  a  ona-man  clearinghouse  for 
aiding  Syrian  refugee  families  fleeing  the  civil  war  in  thair  homeland.  Ha  coordinates  assis¬ 
tance  from  his  own  congregation  and  a  variety  of  other  churches  and  Christian  groups,  includ¬ 
ing  Baptists  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  International  Mission  Board) 


Unexpected  triMd 

The  overwhelmingly  Muslim 
refugee*  who  come  to  this  part 
ff  northern  Jordan  have  found 
an  unexpected  local  friend: 
Nour,  a  Christian  pastor  who 
leads  an  evangelical  church  in 
the  border  town. 

"This  is  our  call,  to  reach 
out,"  says  Nour,  a  soft-spoken 
with  a  neatly  dipped,  gray- 
mustache.  “Our  door  is 


r  hgs  become  a  one-man 
clearinghouse  for  siding  Syrian 
refugee  families.  He  help*  them 
find  pieces  to  live  because  *0 
far,  there  are  no  official  refugee 
1  and  nri 


tea  with  them, 
sharing  their  Ufa,  asking  them 
to  see  what  they  need. 

"We  never  turn  off  our  mo¬ 
bile  phone*.  Always  we  are 
ready  to  receive  their  phone 
calls.  If  I  cant  answer  it,  I  call 
them  back.  We  love  them,  and 
we  warn  to  serve  them.  Always 
I  tell  them  this:  'I  am  here  to 
serve  you.'  This  gives  them 
comfort  and  encouragement. 
They  know  that  if  I  have  what 
they  need,  I  will  give  it  to  them." 

He  paused  to  emphasize  an 
essential  part  of  helping  hurting 
people  anywhere:  A] ways,  we 
are  smiling  in  their  faces.  AD  the 
time.  Even  when  it  is  difficult. 
We  never  complain  because  of 
them.  Some  of  them  maybe  feel 
frustrated  at  times  because  of 
lack  of  things,  maybe  1  little  bit 
but  even  then 
to  them  be- 
j  we  know  ft's  not  easy  for 
them  to  leave  their  own  houses 
and  country  and  come  to  this 
ana  having  nothing.’ 


Of  NEED  —  A  Syrian  widow  picks  out  some 
her  family  at  the  evangelical  church  in  a  Jordanian  town  near 
the  Syrian  border.  She  and  the  women  in  her  family  crossed 
the  border  a  month  ago,  fearing  rape  amid  Syria's  increasingly 
bloody  civil  war.  She  ranted  two  rooms  near  the  town  and  lives 
with  eight  family  members,  but  expects  19  more  to  sr- 

(Pifa  .  .  _  . 


rive  soon.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  International  Mission  Board) 


Parade  of  rtfugMt 

1  church  m< 


If  Hour’s 
and  ministry  partners  don't  go 
to  the  refugees,  the  refugees 
come  to  the  church.  A  constant 
parade  of  Syrians  knock  on  the 
door  of  his  Informal  welcome 
center,  a  parlor  with  several 
comfortable  chairs  and  couch¬ 
es  near  the  church  sanctuary. 

On  a  recent  morning,  a 
nervous,  apparently  ahell- 
shocked  man  seeking  aid  re¬ 
counted  horror  stones  from 
Horns.  Before  he  lef^  two 
young  women  with  four  chil- 


LOOO  people. 


